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Lee, Sook-In. 2022. “Ethical Addressing and the Meta Dramatic Method in Julia Cho’s
Office Hour.” The Journal of Modern British & American Language & Literature 40.4:49-77.
Julia Cho’s Office Hour (2016) is a play inspired by the 2007 Virginia Tech massacre, a
shooting incident involving a Korean American student. This article argues that Cho’s play is a
call for giving an ethical accounting of oneself and addressing otherness beyond the dominant
imaginary of the victim and perpetrator in the production of violence. The play not only
demonstrates the ways in which the speaking subject is always already exposed to the structure
of address, and thereby influenced by the operation of norms, but also it demonstrates the
possibility of the subject’s giving an ethical accounting of oneself and listening to the voices
of others silenced by the normative discourse, for the subject is invariably engaged in the
process of negotiating with the conditions of social recognition. For this, the play makes use
of metadramatic scenes of ‘Three Card Monte.” (Chonnam National University)

Key Words: Office Hour, structure of address, giving an account of oneself, three card monte,
meta drama
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I’'m worried, okay? That’s what this is about. You think I need to do
personal check-ins with everyone in class? You think I want to? But if I asked
you to come see me, I knew you wouldn’t come.

Every time I see you, my heart hurts. That doesn’t mean I like you; I might
if you let me, let anyone, but you make it impossible to like you. And it
doesn’t mean I pity you. But when you see someone in pain, constant pain,
you can’t help it: If you’re human, you feel a little pain too. And some people
don’t like feeling that pain; they’ll avoid it by avoiding you. Me, I'm stupid; I
think I should do something about your pain. Because now that I’ve seen it,
it’s always going to bother me. I'll know you’re out there and I’'ll worry. I’ll
worry a lot. And I’ve got enough things keeping me up at night. I don’t need
one more. (Cho 2018, 20)
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GINA. [. . .] But it was nice being married to him. Well travel a lot. . .we
went to Italy, Costa Rica. And everywhere we went, because I was with
him, 1 got treated well, like an American. If I'd gone by myself, that
probably wouldn’t have happened, you know? But now I have to give it
back. Which is fine. It never really suited me anyway.

DENNIS. The name? Or the whiteness?

GINA. . . . Both.

DENNIS. You’re still American.

GINA. Sure.

DENNIS. You can be American.

GINA. So can you.

DENNIS. No. Never. They’ll let you. they won’t let me. They only want who
they want. They don’t let anyone else in. (Cho 2018, 22-23)
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DENNIS. No girl would ever touch me. I tried... I try. They look at me with...
revulsion. Like I’'m a rotting corpse. Yeah, you’d think I was a corpse the
way they look at me. The sight of me hurts them. so fine, I cover it up. I
cover it up so they won’t be so disgusted. Doing the world a favor. Not that

the world cares.

L. ]

DENNIS. You know what I remember? I remember being a little kid and being
on the play ground. And there was a girl. 1 think I bumped into her or
something and. She shuddered. She shuddered. At me. (27)
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DENNIS. Look at me. Look. I didn’t ask to be born this way, but here I am.
I was born to be hated. I was born to be kicked. That’s my function. Society
needs people like me just as much as it needs the leaders, the celebrities, the
admired. I should be thanked. I should be given an award. Without people
like me, civilization would break down. You all should be grateful I exist.
(3%)
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I fucking know it’s you. Chickenshit.
Dennis gives David a hateful look
You hate my guts, don’t you? You’d like to string me up, torture me, hack
me to bits the way your fucked-up protagonists do. Live out your little
fantasies. Well, fuck you. You are a waste.
David turns to go
And put your glasses back on, freak. No one to see your ugly fucking face.
(39
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This is the story.

The story is the story.

It tells itself to itself.

It tells itself to itself.

It tells itself to itself.

Again and again and again. (43)
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